
Host a screening of the People's Emergency Briefing 

In November 2025, the National Emergency Briefing brought together leading experts to present the 
latest evidence on the climate and nature crisis to politicians and other influential people in 
Westminster. The next step is to take this vital message across the UK, bringing together people from 
across local communities to hear the evidence and discuss how to respond. 

https://www.nebriefing.org/aims 

Dear Eleanor, 

Thank you for considering hosting a screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing. You’re now part of 
a growing group of people working to take this vital message into communities across the UK - and 
beyond. 

Screenings are being held for local communities in village halls, cinemas, faith spaces, council 
buildings, libraries,  schools and festivals. Companies, councils and unions are organising screenings 
for staff and members. 

Feedback from screenings is very positive. Our website lists testimonials including: "This was the 

kind of messaging I’ve been hoping to see for a long time. It’s authoritative, digestible, psychologically 
realistic, savvy, and caring. Even funny in places, if you’ll believe me." 

The next step – once you're ready – is to add your screening to our map. 

This is what confirms your event and adds you to the list to receive the film 10 days ahead of your 
screening date. 

Instructions for adding your screening to the map 

It takes a couple of minutes, and you can edit details later if needed. We are receiving interest from 
around the world, and the map now accepts entries outside the UK. 

Planning your screening 

In broad terms, hosting a screening involves: securing a venue, inviting people, showing the film, and 
holding a short discussion afterwards. 

Everything you need to do this is provided here: 

• The Screening Guide - all the resources you need 
• The NEB Noticeboard - for key links and updates 

Why the map matters 

As well as directing people to your event, adding it to our screening map helps show the scale of what 
is building across the country - vital information for journalists and politicians. 

Physical vs Online 

At this stage, we are focusing on in-person screenings, not online. The aim is to bring communities 
together for shared discussion and response. If you want to organise a closed online screening which 
you think will help seed physical screenings, please get in touch. 

Free of charge 

https://www.nebriefing.org/aims
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfqudx_eAmLhE-wFtiiPHnCBtAkE4PEleA1otFzZLgsO/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h0/h001.31-WPHJebmSCliaIiLvhJ3gYxDJYC55_L_jysW3fXMg
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hW451kB1UHFkGz1cupG1HPlLBLD6JmyoEn3S4GF3jHw2dwyFhYHdCeB1dMza2l1xKwPvcfi23EzpbCGXp9vRIFSypcYHmW-VCH1j5NjYkZiQjacqZB6kjubugog2mBYDPKQ/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h1/h001.54zEoriJYWgMPiAHmzzD5Wz_OSJL2GCr6XhcXbdtuBY
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwcEF0Y6JIYtCVFPdZbB4aAK-sDtDrsVUDy-QoXzKlsidtHDLEyTCaUg87iglov-g_ThwWSNMwreP6pm0dVNH78r5DAEvCQj3NWPl0ET3drF3e7vhsnFxXmAsCKOtVon_Z43lM6LkQHKmmf9oy0-ugdTzT5N9yPHDnkR2d_Cpgm1isUIL8_TxcHhv754-7ZCdB9hrm6KKGIYWSf9CmyKzcVVKVpxkAydFn6OdUXciISHRx64CqQxhrCxIRpuNME4wQ/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h2/h001.CrG8TXKDr4dsUljTLodgo4Qau8zK6OYzlS9WwwkQJyk
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.yjJN_MEbNx94PLaWzZ6hWwcEF0Y6JIYtCVFPdZbB4aAK-sDtDrsVUDy-QoXzKlsiP1mzWK9oBZHmYghB_D_2fq6egUie214xx-E2pkrHeXfNTN6Xp8vCYL4EiGBkBBeXE75KPdX35Qw_P4H5uIBqZYZnKyGnS4ioLPm2EauyGwbxKGFaeU6jV21Rn6cI6iup4qMjyQdkDh9sSovbs2_sVC47JMJO3osAqBymLMpIj0C3wzNQYuABRPCtRcBhawIDzYJZhGMBXhUrej0wqB7sgg/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h3/h001.jfYzaww8F07dp0FVWL4mnhH8QgDO8kZ_W7xX6jxTSt0


To maximise public access, we make no charge for the film. For organisations hosting internal or 

corporate screenings, we invite a pay-what-you-can contribution, using this donation link, to 

support the project and help us continue expanding its reach. This is entirely optional - our priority 
being to maximise reach. 

Thank you for helping take us closer to a societal tipping point towards genuine emergency action and 
a better future. 

Simon Oldridge & Nick Oldridge 
On behalf of the National Emergency Briefing team 

www.nebriefing.org  

 
 

 
Dear Liz, and Burwell Parish Council, 
We are writing to ask whether the Parish Council could help work with the Swaffham Internal 
Drainage Board regarding the clearing and maintenance of the lode areas around Newnham and 
Wiers Drove this Autumn. 
Many residents we talk to and we have seen commenting on Facebook have noticed how heavily 
overgrown and silted sections of the lode have become in recent years, particularly since the battery 
farm development. Historically, these waterways were an important and beautiful feature of Burwell 
village life, supporting wildlife, drainage and the overall character of the area. 
It is especially sad to see that the swans which traditionally nest along the lode now appear to be 
struggling to move through the dense reed beds and overgrowth. The ecology of the lode is 
something very special to Burwell and deserves care and attention before conditions deteriorate 
further. 
Residents often compare the situation with Reach, where dredging and clearance work is regularly 
undertaken each Autumn, helping to keep the waterway open, healthy and attractive. Many people 
are asking why Burwell is not receiving the same level of maintenance and support. 
Burwell should celebrate and care for its lode. It is one of the village’s most distinctive natural assets 
and could be something the whole community learns to value and love even more,  both for its 
wildlife and for the beauty it brings to the village environment. 
We would therefore respectfully ask whether the Parish Council could: 

• Engage with the Swaffham Drainage Board regarding a planned Autumn clearance 
programme; 

• Explore whether dredging and reed management could be reinstated on a regular basis; 
• Help raise awareness locally about the importance of protecting and maintaining the lode 

ecology. 
Thank you for considering this request and for all the work you do on behalf of the village. If we can 
assist in any way please let us know.  
 
 
 

 
Dear Yannifer and Katherine (Burwell PC)  

https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.jTd4CJP2oHMhBHdrjS9uuvvBG8568T8wrFPKeUd2mQ-YSIEvGyx-bG4pjWYyJHqwxt2poveibI-B2tZU15PGPQ/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h4/h001.iNFsMcj3dDOA5kY8mZyLAT3bH2SFlDCZ_3-lyoSjG5U
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfqudx_eAmLhE-wFtiiPHnAdYEI9YPVU_-knNbNE0yEx/4qk/MitNtfGdQDyFIaGycVl4MA/h5/h001.W9Lbc4q9NN5SZ2JbqX7qCfQwswcuqIkRwidkw0o34Fo


During the Burwell Parish Council AGM on Saturday, the flooding and sewer capacity issues 
experienced in Burwell were discussed and I mentioned the work I had done after experiencing 
issues in 2024. As requested, using some helpful tools I have attached an infographic and slide 
summary of the multiple email exchanges I had with the following people during that time.  
 

• Cllr David Brown (ECDC): The lead liaison between residents and the District Council’s 
technical departments. 

• Sally Bonnett (Director for Infrastructure, ECDC) & Craig Smith (Head of Building Control, 
ECDC): Responsible for investigating how these infrastructure failures impact local planning 
and building regulations. 

• Peter Simpson (CEO, Anglian Water): The ultimate authority for the utility provider. 
 
During 2024, we experienced repeated incidents of sewage backing up into our private properties 
(the private sewer systems) and some incidents of overflow into gardens during periods of heavy 
rainfall. One neighbour had to put sandbags on his manhole cover to stop it overflowing and some 
residents have had to install their own mitigation measures, including non-return valves to protect 
their properties. Despite this Anglian Water has maintained that the sewerage network is 
functioning as intended and has attributed many of the problems to rainfall, groundwater 
infiltration, and surface water entering the system which they are not responsible for rather than to 
a lack of infrastructure capacity 
Local evidence suggests the system is already operating at or beyond its practical limits during the 
wetter months.  In February 2024, I documented sustained high sewage levels, overloaded pumping 
stations, and even situations where my next-door neighbour’s new sewer connections could not be 
completed due to pressure in the network, the trench was left open for days whilst the levels 
subsided. Similar incidents continued into 2025 as I noticed that sewerage had backed up into my 
private sewer system again during periods of persistent rainfall but didn’t document it in detail this 
time.  Another neighbour also had their garden flooded for the second or third time in September 
2025 but in this case, I think it was a blockage.   
My concern is that planning decisions for developments like Newmarket Road, appear to rely on 
“dry weather” capacity modelling which does not reflect real-world wet weather conditions. Anglian 
Water official figures suggest spare capacity remains, however the repeated failures experienced 
locally indicate otherwise.   There also appears to be a gap in accountability between Anglian Water, 
the Environment Agency, and local authorities.  This fragmentation allows for "institutional buck-
passing" leaving residents without clear answers or effective action. 
I would therefore ask for your support in seeking: 

• An independent review of Burwell’s sewage infrastructure capacity stress tested under wet 
weather conditions and forecasts. 

• Greater transparency from Anglian Water regarding current network resilience and future 
upgrade plans. 

• A reassessment of whether further large-scale housing development should proceed before 
infrastructure improvements are delivered. 

• Better coordination between planning authorities, water companies, and flood 
management bodies. 

• Consideration of climate resilience and infiltration risks within future infrastructure 
modelling. 

As the 300 odd houses in the Newmarket Road development come on stream, residents particularly 
on Low Road are increasingly concerned about the risk of sewage flooding, environmental harm, and 
damage to private property during the wetter months.  
Thanks 
 



Note: I have used AI tool to produce some graphics, and they sometimes include the odd spelling 
mistake. 
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